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I am now 33 years old, and. was born in tiie Matkule township 
Tukums district. ’/!y .father was o machine mechanic, and worked in the 
also worked with the threshing, cjid other steam operated machines. 



of the 
sawmill . 



i .t! 



At the outbreak of the first h'orld war, my mother, my uncle, and his 
parents and I went to V id seme with the stream of refugees that moved eastward from 
Kurzeme. During the war years We lived in the neighborhoos of Qatar ta. mother 
died during this period. When hostilities ceased, I returned to Kurzeme (where 
my uncle had a farm), along with my brother, and my uncle's parents, brother 

was my. elddr by it years, and my sister, who was the eldest of us three, had died 
before my birth. My father, who now also returned, married for the second time, 
and resumed his position as manager of the sawmill and manager and regulator of the 
threshing machine. T*jr father, my brother, aid myself stayed with our grandmother 
and uncle. 



In the ages between 9 and 15, I attended, and completed the local elemen- 
tary school. 

Then I went for two years to the intermediate school in Talsi. I was not 
able to complete this school, because my uncle had acquired a family of several 
children in the meantime, and was unable to provide me with the necessary material 
backing any more. I also did not want to accept such support from cy father, aince 
ry childhood had not been part of his life after liis second marriage. Fort tills reason 
I earned my own living f ron then on working on farms in the vicinity of .the city. 

I also worked as a raftsman. Later,, at ray father's recommendation, I worked at the 
sawmill at the Lici station; in the beginning as regulator's assistant, later (when 
the work began to be done in two shifts) as regulator, with pay of Ls 5*50 per 
shift (the workers earned from Ls 3 to 5.50). In my free time I read, to fill out 
and refresh my interrupted schooling. 



From the time I went to school, I remember the following friends bests 
Tiaksis and Janis Mike Isons, who had a farm in the Tukuns district and who were air- 
plane mechanics in the Latvian airforce and in the home defense; end ny friend Otto 
Erdmanis's sister, who was later a teacher of the Latvian language and history in 
the elementary school. Otto Erdmanie was a scout in a Latvian unit during the war. 

In my free time, and particularly in the summer, I took part in the city’s 
sport organizations i the Home Defense Foroe sport events and Vanagi (a- national, 
serai -military youth organization), participating in the light athletic prize-fights 
of the neighboring area and of the whole district. 



I spent my complpsory military service in the machine -gun company of the 
7th oiguldas infantry regiment in Gulbene, . My. life following this, has been perhaps 
greatly influenced by the spirit of true patriotism that prevailed at this time 
in the Latvian army. I did not finish at Rcn-cornissioned officer ’ s 'comoany • ( a 
trui ■’ing unit for non-commissioned officers) . During my period of .service, 1 spent 



’our and a half months in a military hospital with paralysis 



cheek (as a r 
I returned to 
organization, 



osult of an insect bite in the Gul'bove park).. After my -.of as&yfylAg!, 

my hometown and once again participated in the hone defafeii^'.lieiiiK. 



and in the local theater group. 
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When the Russian army, set up bases in Latvia (in tne fail of * 1939 ), I was 
in reserve training, in the machine-gun company of. the 2nd Ventspils infantry regi- 
ment in Huluiga, which was transferred 'k’om Liepsja to Gut Vir’-s. near Kuluig The 
reserves tra.i*i^rig pjer^vQ J- -r ted ... we i... . 



I returnee 



ometown. 



As the Bolsheviks were pulling iv, 1 vorheu on farms, mostly on that of eg 
uncle or these of former schoolmates, is; the Talsi or Tukuns districts, since, nr 



*?.. former member ox 



home Defense 



had to be careful cf the ton 



In the winter of 1940-41 i worked in the woods in the Chief Forestry in 
Redna end Tukums. Therefore I obtained the new. Russian passport without difficulty. 
I did not- have any other certificates or documents. 

After the first mass deportation (in June, 1941) in which the Bolsheviks 
cent off several families from the neighborhood (among then the former section- 
commander in the Home Defense Force, Otto Dupurs, and several families of the member; 
of this ojrgenization-Drubass ana others), I spent the last week of the Bolshevik 
occupation outside the house; several nights even in the woods , tegs'. her with 
former none Defense member, Dumbris (now dead) and a police inspector. I had been 
warned by u schoolmate, Zorgis, who is now work; ng in the military, to be careful 
because the militia biew that I had shown cor, tempt for the Bolshevik authorities; 
Inter, when I was active in a special defense unit, It could be. seen from the 
documents that were discovered that the secretary of the township, Gulevokis, from 
the neighboring township 7algale> had entered ray name among 12 others whfc were' 
scheduled to be shot* 

On the night between the first and second of July, when the Germmunits 
were fighting near Liepaju end the local Communists were already in trucks res.dy 
to flee to Russia, I went again to my home town. Together with the former bur^er- 
meirter Arturs Burins and other friends from the Home Defense Force i helped bo 
found a self defense unit to preserve order in the city and to defend it from- the 
remains of the Red Army that were fighting around there. A;: the oit..utior. became 
quieter and the unit smaller,.- I joined the local police force. The colleagues I 
remember best from the time of the defense unit arej company commander of the 
Home Defense Force in the Tukums district, Zanis Baltins, the aforementioned. Furins 
and Mierins (according to the latest news, taken prisoner by the Bolsheviks in. 
Pomerania, .taken to the Talsi district, end, together with other colleagues from 
the defense unit, hanged). 

As the Latvian volunteer units to fight. against Bolshevism were being founded,- 
I joined the 24th volunteer .battalion of Talsi on March 2, 1942, and j-ifter th-ee 
months of training in Liepaja went to Belorussia to fight the partisans. After 6 
months of this fighting, at Xaidanova, Baronovichi, and Lido, our battalion -was 
cent to the front near Leningrad (in November 1942). There I was. the commander 



the machine-gun j nit. 



In v arck, 



>43, we left the Leningrad front and were 



transferred to the Volkhov?, 'ares. There, on April 12th, (this date was the day on 
which the' Latvian legion -was founded, and the date was entered in the soldier's 
pay book) we were made the original section of the Latvian Legion. From the 
Volkhova front, 1 was; sent (middle of June) to- what was at that time a weapons school 

of the northern army group in Kingisep, Estonia, which I completed in 6 weeks 
with the rank of corporal. I returned to my unit- ir. Volkhcva and 2 .or 3 weeks 1 



»>*■** 
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became a_n MG section cOTniarxler, I too] 
During the retreat from Volkhova, I was 



part in ail the battles of the battalion, 
wounded for the first time, leading a shock 



he blowing up of a 



i/hen I had recovered, I was 

-TTv 



xojiker. I v/as sent to a military hospital 
sent to the MG company in Bauska, to help in 



Jeigava, 

training. Then I returned ;/ith the trained soldiers to the Opochka front. 

Latvian territory had been reached during the retreat and the special storm troop 
battalion of the 19th division, under the command of Maj • Laumanis, was being formed, 

I joined it and took part in all of its campaigns. During Christmas, of 1944, 1 was 
supposed to go to Vienna, with other non-commissioned officers of this battalion) 
to start officer’s school on January 1, 1945. But due to general stron Russian off err 
Give, and since there was a lack of experienced cadres, I had to remain in the unit* 
Since. I had completed school in 1943 in Kingisep and had had more than' one and a • 
year’s experience as section commander (and in the sixth major battle as company 
commander], and since I had taken part in training (at 3auska, I was advanced to 
the rank of lieutenant with the reformation of the battalion after the battles at 
Cesvalne along with 5 others. Cesvaine was where I had trained future officers 
in the elementary school of Cirsti . 

During the complete period of battling, I v/as wounded twice seriously, 
twice lightly, and suffered a concussion once. I v/as awarded a silver medal for 
being wounded, an assualt battle medal, a close combat medal, a CJourland ribbon 
first and second class, as veil as the Knight 1 s Cross of the Iron Cross. 

Toward the end of the war, in the middle of April, I was in Dundaga in the 
German weapons school, and later in Pavilosta. From there, the whole scLcol-1600 
men, of whom 23 were Latvians-wnt to Sweden on the evening of the capitulation, 

May 3, 1945., With 3 Descentfah ren, when ve had left Pavilcsta and were already at 

^ •• i ru . m* -x. . ^ j 3 1 



Ue arrived in Xalraar, where a guards unit o:f the Swedish srxy was vs;iti-:& 
fr»r us. At the same time two larger groups of Latvia-, civilian refugees also reached’ 
this port. Some of us were able to sped: with the' Swedish officers a;*.u to tell them 
that there -were ZZ Latvians on the landing craft. Or. the worxc evening we were 
separated from the others and joined to the Latvian refugees. 



Three-days later I arrived with a ’.Latvian group at. a PW. transit camp, Lflckeby, 
which I left 6 weeks later, to go to Stockholm, from the. camp there, lynrneiiia!? ) 

I vent with 9 other legionnaires towork in the forrer.ts in central Sweden (Vlirmland© 
7ilimstadt) , where I worked 4 years. as woodsman and road worker and raftsman, 
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At the end of November 
worked in a textile, aid 



1950, I left ::allstahcanmar 
later^i,>ail^ faci*ry, 

v k . \L. L • 



arid went to Gotebcrg - , 




T u e friends and acquaintances v/hor?: I remember ^est from ! <h© time 1 liven i). 
are a good number of comrades from the war. Further: my aforementioned ce« 
whom I°v;as no longer able to marry, mid several "suspicious brothers with 
whom I used to play football in my youth. 
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one* naif 



one 
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2. The following are supplementary questions asked of C.AMUSO 1. Section A. 



1. I was brought up strictly religiously, tty belief 'in God was strength! 
during the 2nd World War, during which I was only lightly wounded despite having 
been in serious hattles. During my youth and later in free Latvia I went to. churcl 
once a month or at least every other month. I went to evening mass Christams and 
Easter. I have been baptized and confirmed in the evangelist-lutheran church, to 
which my parents and relatives belonged. Since the occupation and later 
emigration I have gone to church less often. The last time that I attended a 
Latvian service was in July 1951, in Goteborg. 

2. I have lived through a great deal and I have learned that one should 

not fear poverty: I have learned to overcome this with work and will. 

When I enlisted in the fight against Bolshevism at the beginning of th 
2nd World War, I no longer feared becoming an invalid or the Cheka or death. 

I am mostly afraid of the contempt of my fellow man: that i could be 

misused by someone for his own purposes, and that through ignorance and lack of 
understanding I could involve people who trust me in a matter that I myself was 
not clear about. 

/* 

3* I have enemies from the earlier time when I was fighting ffer the free- 
dom of Latvia. When Bolshevik power in Latvia crumbled in July 1941 » I armeeted 
a member of the Cheka (when I was a member of the special defense unit in, my city) 
who had not been, able to flee and turned him over to the authorities. His father 
(Valcis) was aware of this and he has threatened me several times since then. He 
may still be in Latvia (he was a Communist even early during the occupation) , perhap 
in Sabile. 

I don't recall any enemies from any other time in my life. 

4« When I was looking for oo-vorkers among fellow-soldiers for the present 
aseigrimeht (it was necessary at first to try to find some) I spoke with K. Miske and 
H. Burkhard (questionnaires have been turned in by both of them) but these conver sec- 
tions were only at the beginning. These two can also guess something from what they 
read in the newspapers and from my disappearance, 

5. The entrance of the Communist into Latvia evoked great indignation 
in me, since I treasured Latvian culture and the properity we had aohieved on 
our own. 

Therefore I stayed with relatives or friends in the Tukums and Talsz 
districts during the occupation, and worked on farms. That winter I worked in 
the chief forestry in Renda and Tukums. 

The only document I received was the Russian passport, whloh was issued 
on the basis of the former passport of the Latvian republic (a small book with a 
pioture and printed stamp). I had no other certificates or documents, other than 
the work receipts issued by the forestry service for the amount of work done, to be 
presented when wages were paid..^ Ihy'j^jrilKjle receipt, so far as I oan remhmber > 
with a printed notation of the on the left side, first aril last. 
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names of the workers, and the amount to be paid. Under thaty the signature of th« 
forestry official. 

I was not a member of the organizations existing at the time (MOPR, Osoaviach 



When the Bolshevik power fell and I was working in the special defense unit, 
of the exeouti+e committee of the township was found, in which my name was listed 
person who was to be shot. 



6. I know the Tukums and Talsi districts best. I also know well the neighbo 
hood of the Usma and Lici stations, where I have worked. From the time that the r 
serves were being trained, I know the Kuldiga area quite well. I know the Kuldiga- 
Renda-Kabile stretch compartively well, as far as Tukums, since I travelled there 
when I was boxing. I was in Liepaja for three months when the first volunteer 
battalion was being formed, and later in Dundaga and Pavilosta as Latvian legionna: 

I went through Latgale (Gdliseva-Karsava-Tilza) and Vidzeme during the 
second World tar, when I was in the assault battalion in the Latvian Legion. 

7. I should like to work in Courland (south and north), since I know the 
country better. I think I could most easily find comrades from the Latvian Legion 
there, since many of them oame from Courland. 

8. So far as I have been able to gather from the news coming out of Latvia In 
Soviet newspapers and on the radio , I thought it would be a good idea, at . least 

at first, to assume the occupation of an agent of the ministry of agriculture, who.s< 
job it is to oversee the cooperation between the Maohine-Traotor Stations and other* 
workers’ brigades. The local authorities of the ministry of agriculture are coisplaz 
ing that the plans are not being fulfilled and that the harvest is so small, because 
there is insufficient cooperation and competition between the workers' brigades and 
the MTS. Furthermore, one . has the advantage of. not being bound to stay In one place 
when one has such a certificate (if it is also valid at travel control points). The 
controllers are despatched from above (by the ministry of agriculture or some simile 
authority) and the looal authorities or kohkhozes are not notified in advance. 



I oould also pass as a raftsman that has been sent by a kolkhoz or by a 
higher authority, who Is s imposed to ascertain which rivers are best suited for 
floating lumber. This could be done only inspring or early summer. 

9. a. To establish contaot with Latvian partisans who are from the former 
Latvian 19tb division and who are located In Latvia or in the border area 
(Idthuanlan-Polieh border area, where I took part during the 2nd World War in the 
raopping-up operation against the Bolshevik partisans) j 

b. To establish contact with the members of the national underground move- 
ment, to help them with whatever support possible. 

c. If possible: to organize bases or prepared positions (or to find them) 
where Latvians can find refuge when the 3rd World War begins, since, in such a case, 
the Bolsheviks will try to send the most valuable part of the Latvian population 
into the interior of Russia; at these bases they could await help from abroad. 

d. If 1 could establish contaot with resistance groups, there would perhaps, 
be no need for the other assignments* J'hfln I could perhaps help a member of the looaJ 





resistance movement to reach the free world. 
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10. tty weaknesses are books and movies. When there is nothing else to do, 
I like to plays cards, but seldom. 



11. If there were no further need for me in Latvia, I should like to return 
and to take part in the eventual preparation of Latvian units. In the meantime, 

I should like to recover for a few weeks. 

12. I should like there to be true freedom for all oppressed people. I also 
wish that the world could understand the struggle of the Latvian legionnaires agiim 
the Communists, . 

Section B 

1. I disapprove of the people who collaborated with the Russians, particularly 
Bruno Kalnins. 

I think that when Latvia has been linerated he should not be allowed to 
return from Sweden, or, if he does go back, he should be brought to trial and have 
to defend his actions as politician under the Communists, and his present activities 
in the emigration (with his publications in the Latvian and Swedish press he has don 
a great deal to harm the joiit effort to liberate Latvia.) 

2. I am of the same opinion in regard to Latvians who collaborate# with the . 
Germans for selfish purposes. That they must render account of their activities be- 
fore a oourt of law. But I cannot say with certainty who these collaborators were. 
Furthermore, I am of a different opinion regarding this period. The Latvian people 
have' shown, in its fight for liberation (1918 to 1920) against the German invader 
that it is willing to work together. But the Bolsheviks aroused sich hatred for 
themselves and did so much harm to the Latvian people, that they came to regard 
anyone willing to help them in ridding themselves of the Russians as a friend 

(one must not forget that the Germans propagandized for a free Latvia). 

3. The Ulmanle administration was the most successful, In comparison to the 
earlier economic situation. As for Ulmanls himself, his roetlts during the establish- 
ment of the Latvian state o an' t be ignored, though in later times (1934 to 1940) h® 
proved to have serious fallings. But it is very difficult to judge this matter, 
beoause the international situation was very complicated. 

4. I an net in agreement with some of our politi6ians, particularly with the 

assertion that only they, should represent the Latvian emigration. Their insistence 
on their rights as members of parliament seems to me to contradict our law. pertaining 
to parliament. The lav says that the people elect their representative for a period 
of three years. This period has long since elapsed. ■ 



In Judging their usefulness in the liberation of Latvia, one should consider 
only their willingness to sacrifice themselves for the people and the country, and 
not their efforts to obtain their old offices. 



5. In many oases, the fault lies with our social democrats; .One always aomes 



aoross the solgan "For the party and .th^jfa^ 



id 11 , although today all of our 
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energy should be given to working for the latter, and only later should one think 
about the other. 

6. Only those should be considered leading political figures who have shown 
by their past and present actions that they are not serving the Latvian cause for 
personal reasons and who appear to be true representatives of the Latvian people. 

In ray opinion, Zarins is such a person, who was awarded special authority by the la 
legal government of Latvia (since this government was also recognized by the other 
democratic states) and is still recognized by the English government. Also Feldman; 
who was recognized by the American government. Among the later politicians, 

Valdmanls has been very active on behalf of the Latvians. 

7. Col. Janums and Col. Silgailis are among the leading military figures. 

In regard to the question, who should be such an authority in the future , one should 
take Into consideration that at the beginning of the thiAd world war there should 
be coordination between the partisans who stayed at home and the military leader- 
ship in the emigration. Only a person recognized by both parts could carry out 
such a task. I think that such a person could come from the ranks of the Latvian 
officers who stayed at home. For instance, Major Laumanls, or Capt. Spade to whom 
no one would have objection. 

8* After the liberation, the Latvian political structure should have a firm 
baslst a) The president should be independent of tbs parties and elected directly 
by the people; b) From the beginning, there should" be no more than 3 or* 4 parties. 
Which represent the. professional activities of the population (farmer party and 
others). 



